


destruction Hitler caused. Why didn’t
people knock down Auschwitz? Why are
Americans standing by as our government
prepares for Auschwitz on a global scale?
Joe felt he had to at least remove his
consent and do what he could to begin the
process of disarmament and try to prevent
the real crime of global annihilation.

Joe and Jerry went to trial on the theme
of “Is disarmament a crime?” According
to interntional law and most moral and re-
ligious codes, the real crime is not disar-
mament, but the continued arms buildup
with all the human costs that go with it.

At a mid-August court hearing they
were charged with a two-count felony
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indictment: conspiring to damage govern-
ment property and destruction of govern-
ment property—both federal charges. Ina
relatively open trial, the two were allowed
to show a video film entitled “Hiroshima/
Nagasaki: 1945.”. This video, which the
two carried into the silo with them, con-
tained footage of the immediate effects of
the bombs dropped on the two cities. Judge
Howard Sachs made it clear in his instruc-
tion to the jury that these things were
ultimately irrelevant to the case before
them. On October 22, 1987, the jury found
them guilty. On December 11, Joe was
sentenced to 30 months in prison.
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